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Imperfect allies in the Middle East

By Editorini Board

IN ASSEMBLING a coalition 1o fight the Idanne State, President Obama
has moved swifih to shore up shaky 17,5, relations with Arab states The
effort has been remarkably sucoessful: Encouraged by the abrupt reversal
af Mr. Obama’s previous policy of disengaging from the region. Saudi
Amabaa, Jordan, and three Persian Guif nations have poined the mir
campaign n Ireq and Syria while other govesmunents are offering
intelligrnce or political support. The solidarity s pofitically important
particularly as it transcends the sectarian conflict polarizing tive Middle

East. The allies are ruled by Sunni governments that are showing
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